
AGENDA OF BUSINESS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 
MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2019 

 
The Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms will be held in City Hall on Monday, 
March 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Roll Call 
3. Reading and consideration of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on February 11, 2019. 
4. Presentation of Public Safety Department Annual Awards. 
5. Zoning Board of Appeals 

a. Public Hearing to consider a request for a use variance for 381 Kercheval (Jerry’s Party Store).  
6. Consideration of a resolution regarding the Lake Shore Road seawall. 
7. Consideration of a request from Administration to approve a contract regarding Kerby Field Parking Lot 

Improvements. 
8. Consent Agenda 

a. Consideration of a request from the Finance Director to approve February 2019 invoices. 
9. Reports 

a. Receive the February 2019 Public Safety Report. 
10. Other Business 
11. Adjournment 

 
DERRICK KOZICKI 

CITY CLERK & ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 



CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

A regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was called to 
order at 7:05 p.m. on Monday, February 11, 2019, by Mayor Louis Theros, at 350 Lake Shore Road, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan. 

Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem James C. Farquhar, Councilmembers Sierra Leone 
Donaven, John J. Gillooly, Joe Ricci, Peter Waldmeir and Lev Wood. 

Absent: None. 

Also Present: Messrs.: Shane Reeside, City Manager; Derrick Kozicki, City Clerk/Assistant City 
Manager; Daniel Jensen, Director of Public Safety; John Hutchins, Deputy Director of Public Safety; 
Matthew Baka, Director of Public Service; William T. Burgess, City Attorney; Mlles. Debra Peck-
Lichtenberg, City Controller/Treasurer; and Laura Haw, City Planner. 

Mayor Theros led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Council considered the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on January 14, 2019. 

Mayor Theros motioned to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on 
January 14, 2019. Motion carried. 

Council received a presentation from Abigail Ward, Treasurer of the Grosse Pointe Public Library 
Board of Trustees. 

Farquhar motioned, Ricci seconded to temporarily adjourned its Regular Session and reconvene as 
the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA). Motion carried. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals held a Public Hearing to consider a parking exception for the 
property at 92 Kercheval. 

The following documents were provided to the Zoning Board of Appeals: 1) Memorandum from 
Public Service Director, Terry Brennan entitled, “92 Kercheval, Lindsey Cotton Book Store” dated 
January 17, 2019; 2) Letter from City Planning Consultant McKenna & Associates entitled, 
“Lindsay’s Books – Site Plan Review and Parking Exception” dated January 31, 2019; and 3) Site 
plan entitled, “Lindsay Cotton’s Bookstore” from Clifford N. Wright Architects PLLC dated 
January 30, 2019. 

William Baldner, AIA, of Clifford N. Wright Architects PLLC gave a brief presentation of the 
request for a parking exception on behalf of his client Lindsay Cotton.  

Chairman Theros requested that the Public Service Director, Matt Baka give a brief explanation of 
why the exception was needed. 
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Director Baka explained the requirements of the zoning ordinance and why the applicant needed an 
exception for the proposed bookstore at 92 Kercheval. 

Shane Reeside, City Manager explained the City’s parking bank fund and added that the parking 
demand had decreased since American House Senior Living opened at 161 Kercheval Avenue. 

Wood stated that the current use at the property requires seven parking spaces and the proposed use 
would require thirteen spaces creating a deficiency of 6 spaces. 

Gillooly stated he was in favor of granting the exception because he believed this bookstore, once 
opened, would require less parking than the thirteen spaces required by the ordinance. 

Gillooly asked the applicant if the business would occasionally be used to host parties which could 
need additional parking. 

Mr. Baldner, on behalf of the applicant, stated that yes there would be special events held at the 
bookstore which may require additional parking but he believed they would be infrequent. 

Waldmeir asked if the parking requirements would change if the applicant was granted a liquor 
license at a later date. 

Director Baka stated the parking requirements would not change if the applicant was granted a 
liquor license at a later date. 

Chairman Theros opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m. 

No verbal or written comments were received from the public. 

Chairman Theros closed the Public Hearing at 7:16 p.m. 

Wood motioned, Ricci seconded that the Zoning Board of Appeals waive the required six space 
deficiency and grant the parking exception to the required off street parking facilities in accordance 
with Section 1504.9 of the Zoning Ordinance for Lindsay’s Bookstore located at 92 Kercheval 
Avenue. YES: Chairman Theros, Farquhar, Donaven, Gillooly, Ricci, Waldmeir and Wood; NO: 
None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Waldmeir motioned, Gillooly seconded to adjourn Zoning Board of Appeals and reconvene as City 
Council. Motion carried. 

Council held a Public Hearing to consider the proposed Site Plan for the property at 92 Kercheval. 

The following documents were provided to the City Council: 1) Memorandum from Public Service 
Director, Terry Brennan entitled, “92 Kercheval, Lindsey Cotton Book Store” dated January 17, 
2019; 2) Letter from City Planning Consultant McKenna & Associates entitled, “Lindsay’s Books – 
Site Plan Review and Parking Exception” dated January 31, 2019; and 3) Site plan entitled, “Lindsay 
Cotton’s Bookstore” from Clifford N. Wright Architects PLLC dated January 30, 2019. 

William Baldner, AIA, of Clifford N. Wright Architects PLLC gave a brief presentation of the 
request for site plan approval on behalf of his client Lindsay Cotton.  

Waldmier asked if the bookstore would include a public elevator. 



Mr. Baldner stated yes, there would be a public elevator. 

Waldmeir asked if the applicant would have any difficulty receiving a letter from the owner of 96 
Kercheval Avenue regarding the window issue referenced in McKenna’s memorandum. 

Mr. Baldner stated that receiving a letter for the referenced issue with windows would not be a 
problem because the adjacent property located at 96 Kercheval Avenue is owned by the applicant’s 
family. 

Waldmeir asked the applicant if they would consider the use of seasonal vegetation at the business. 

Mr. Baldner stated that the owner would be amenable to that suggestion. 

Wood asked Director of Public Service, Matt Baka if the proposed sign met the requirements of the 
ordinance. 

Director Baka stated that the proposed sign met the requirements of the ordinance. 

Wood asked Public Safety Director, Dan Jensen if there would be any issues accessing the roof of 
the business. 

Director Jensen stated that the roof will have two means of egress and that the ladder truck will be 
able to access the roof. 

Wood asked the applicant what are the businesses’ hours of operation. 

Mr. Baldner stated that the business would be open from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Gillooly stated that he is in support of the proposed site plan. 

Mayor Theros asked the applicant if they would consider using Nottingham framing in their signage. 

Mr. Baldner stated that the architectural inspiration for the building is a traditional New York City 
townhouse. 

Mayor Theros asked the applicant what the estimated construction schedule is. 

Baldner stated that pending approval work would begin in Spring 2019 and conclude in Winter of 
2020. 

Mayor Theros opened the Public Hearing at 7:35 p.m. 

No written comments were received from the public. 

Mayor Theros closed the Public Hearing at 7:36 p.m. 

Mayor Theros asked Public Safety if they had any comments regarding the proposed site plan. 

Director Jensen stated that the only enclosed 3rd floor area is the bathroom and that needs to be 
sprinkled and alarmed. 

Waldmeir motioned, Gillooly seconded to approve the site plan for the proposed new building at 92 
Kercheval Avenue based on the review standards applicable to alterations to the appearance of an 
existing structure in the B-1 Local Business District and the comments in the memorandums from 



Administration and the City Planner, subject to the following conditions: 1) A liquor license must be 
approved for the sale of any alcohol associated with this use; 2) An exception must be granted by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals to waive the required 6-space deficiency; 3) A letter from the owner of 
96 Kercheval must be provided showing support for the plan, which would cover second-story 
windows in that structure; 4) Seasonal rooftop vegetative screening should be installed along the 
eastern edge of the rooftop level; and 5) Information on exterior lighting must be provided, showing 
minimal glare to the Kercheval streetscape and residences to the east, to the satisfaction of the 
Building Official. YES: Theros, Farquhar, Donaven, Gillooly, Ricci, Waldmeir and Wood; NO: 
None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

Council considered the following three items on the Consent Agenda. 

a. Consideration of a request from John S. Snyder, Chair of the Historic District 
Commission to reappoint Richard Solak and James Conway to a term ending March 
2022. 

b. Consideration of resolution regarding Wayne County Annual Permit renewals. 

c. Consideration of a request from the Finance Director to approve January 2019 
invoices. 

Farquhar motioned, Gillooly seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 

Council received the January 2019 Public Safety Report.  

Council received the Quarterly Financial Report for the Six Months Ended December 31, 2018. 

City Manager Reeside provided an update to Council regarding Lake Shore Road seawall repairs. 

Mayor Theros asked that Council provide quarterly Committee Reports. 

Ricci gave reports regarding the Grosse Pointe Farms Retirement System, Grosse Pointe Emergency 
Preparedness Committee and Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation. 

Gillooly provided an update regarding the Ordinance Committee. 

Wood provided an update regarding the Beautification Advisory Commission. 

Waldmeir provided an update regarding the Parks and Harbor Committee. 

Council asked for public comment from the audience. None heard. 

Mayor Theros adjourned the regular meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 
   

Derrick Kozicki, City Clerk Louis Theros, Mayor 
 

 



MEMORANDUM 

Date: March 4, 2019 

To: Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk 

From: Matthew Baka, Director of Public Services 

Subject: 381 Kercheval, Use Variance request 

Mr. Jerry Stocking, owner and operator of Jerry’s Club Party Store has submitted a plan and 
letter of request for review from the Board of Zoning Appeals for a Use Variance for the 
property located at 381 Kercheval (which is located in the R-1 one-family residential district). 

As proposed, the Jerry’s Club Party Store would like to relocate their business to occupy and use 
the existing non-conforming commercial space at 381 Kercheval, directly adjacent to the current 
store at 383 Kercheval Avenue (most recently used by the Grosse Pointe Historical Society).  The 
existing Party Store is not an approved use in the R-1 one-family residential zoned district and is 
therefore considered legal non-conforming.  By moving to the adjacent tenant space, the applicant 
loses their grandfathered status and must obtain a use variance. 

Approval by the Board of Zoning Appeals for a Use Variance is required in accordance with 
Article XVII of the Zoning Ordinance if, in addition to the requirements of the standards set forth 
in the Zoning Ordinance, the following standards are met by the proposed use: 

1. The variance is in harmony with and serves the intent and purpose of this Ordinance after
considering:

A. The extent of the variance in relation to the requirement; 

B. The effect, if the variance is allowed, of the increased population density 
produced on available governmental facilities and on the character of the district; 

C. Whether a proposed building is in harmony with the predominant type of 
building in the district in size, character, location and intended use. 

2. The variance will result in substantial justice being done, considering the public benefits
intended to be secured by this Ordinance, the hardships or difficulties suffered if a
variance is not granted, and whether the hardship or difficulty can be obviated by some
method other than a variance.

3. The variance will not substantially interfere with or injure the rights of persons whose
property is affected by the proposed variance.

4. The proposed variance meets the standards of Article XXV.

The requirements of Article XXV are as follows; 

a. The application is consistent and will promote the intent and purpose of this Ordinance.
b. The proposed use or activity will be compatible with adjacent land uses, the natural

environment and natural resources, and the capacities of public services and
facilities affected by the proposal.

c. The application will promote the use of land in a socially and economically
desirable manner, and maintain the character of the area.
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d. The proposed use structure activity is consistent with the public health, safety,
and welfare of the residents of Grosse Pointe Farms.

The applicant is the owner of 381 Kercheval and is currently renovating the structure to 
restore it back to its original appearance.  This includes the installation of large storefront 
windows in the original window frames as well as a complete interior renovation.   

In order to proceed and permit the use variance, the following approval is required: 

A. Approve the use variance for the occupancy, of the one-family residential zoned 
structure at 381 Kercheval, (which is located in the R-1one-family district), by 
Jerry’s Club Party Store for use as commercial retail.   

Please place this request on the next available City Council agenda for review and consideration. 



REQUEST CONDITIONAL USE/APPROVAL FOR JERRY’S CLUB PARTY 
STORE AT 381 KERCHEVAL  

2/18/2019 

Matthew Baka 
Director of Public Services 
City of Grosse Pointe Farm 
90 Kerby Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 

Dear Matthew Baka: 

I, Jerry Stocking, officially request conditional use/approval to relocate Jerry’s Club 
Party Store which is currently located at 383 Kercheval TO 381 Kercheval in Grosse Pointe 
Farms. This party store has been in existence at 383 Kercheval and a part of the community 
for ~ 60 years. This is a shared ownership building and the address of 383 and 381 Kercheval is 
only separated by a center wall. This relocation of Jerry’s Club Party Store is literally one foot 
away from its’ current location. Please note that I currently own the 381 Kercheval location 
which is being renovated to maintain the historical appearance of the original building/party 
store.  

Numerous residential neighbors have stopped in and thanked me for cleaning up and 
renovating the 381 Kercheval Party Store location. Rest assured that I appreciate the old 
historical look and charm of this building. Currently, Grosse Pointe Construction, a local 
contractor, is working on the new location to maintain the original store’s historical look. For 
example, he is restoring the original window frames and updating the glass to modern thermal 
efficiency. I intend to keep the “charm and convenience” of this local neighborhood store at 
the new 381 location called by many local residents as a local institution. 

Thank-you for your time and consideration, 

Jerry and Suzanne Stocking 

Jerry’s Club Party Store/Ann Christina LLC 

Jerry Stocking/Jerry’s Club Party Store/Ann Christina LLC 

381 Kercheval 

Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236



City of Grosse Pointe Farms 
90 Kerby Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan 48236-3161 

phone 313 885.6600     fax 313 885.0917 

To: Honorable Mayor and Council 

From: Derrick Kozicki, City Clerk and Assistant City Manager 

Date: 03/04/2019 

Re: Lake Shore Road Seawall Resolution 

The purpose of this memorandum is to request that Council consider a resolution regarding the 
Lake Shore Road Seawall. The attached resolution was modeled off a resolution passed by the City 
of the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores at their February 19, 2019 Council Meeting. 

Attachment: 1) Aforementioned Lake Shore Road Seawall Resolution. 
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

90 Kerby Road Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 

Resolution on Deteriorating Seawall under Wayne County Jurisdiction 

At a Regular Meeting of the Grosse Pointe Farms City Council on Monday, March 11, 2019, the 
following resolution was offered. 

WHEREAS, the seawall along Lake Shore Road in Grosse Pointe Shores south of the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club to approximately Warner Road in Grosse Pointe Farms, is under the jurisdiction of Wayne 
County; and 

WHEREAS, back in the 1930's Wayne County expanded Lake Shore Road to four lanes with amedian 
as part of Wayne County's road-widening project and installed the seawall to protect the road and 
concrete to withstand high waters and wave action; and 

WHEREAS, for the last several years the water level of Lake St. Clair has continued to rise, and the 
combined high water and continuous wave action have deteriorated the concrete and seawall over time, 
which has created a dangerous situation as residents of many communities utilize the shoreline for 
walking, biking, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, let it be resolved that the Mayor and City Council of Grosse Pointe Farms request all 
departments of Wayne County immediately address the dangerous conditions along the shoreline with 
emergency seawall repair funds, to be coordinated with Grosse Pointe Shores and Grosse Pointe Farms, 
with a copy sent to Grosse Pointe Shores. The City has continuously brought this issue to the attention 
of Wayne County; and 

Now therefore, the above Resolution was offered by Council Member ________ supported by Council 
Member _______, and carried by vote of ___ in favor and ____ opposed, 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms; County of Wayne, Michigan, on this of 11th day of March, 
2019. 

________________________ 

Derrick Kozicki, City Clerk 
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Vendor Amount Description

Art Tucker 26,998.53$         Water main repairs, sewer televising & repairs

Bidigare Contractors, Inc. 61,368.77$         Repairs related to Moross water main break and other water & 

sewer repairs

Compass Materials 27,246.28$         Road salt

DTE Energy 23,474.13$         Street Lights

INVOICES

FEBRUARY 2019

U:\INVOICES\INVOICES FOR CITY COUNCIL REVIEW\City Council Invoices
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